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NETOHEER ! Curiosity finds Mars has the right stuff for life.

March 12, 2013

PASADENA, Calif. -- An analysis of a rock sample collected by NASA's
Curiosity rover shows ancient Mars could have supported living
microbes.

Scientists identified sulfur, nitrogen, hydrogen, oxygen, phosphorus
and carbon -- some of the key chemical ingredients for life -- in the
powder Curiosity drilled out of a sedimentary rock near an ancient
stream bed in Gale Crater on the Red Planet last month.
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Br (£%) 0.0025 66 26,400
Cl (5%) 4 19,300 4,825
Na (FRJL) 3 10,750 3,583
Mg (R7%29L) 0.4 1,300 3,250
S (Fr&) 1.0 900 900
Ca (FILI™L) 0.5 416 832
K (A1) 1.0 390 390
As (Bt5%) 0.0001 0.02 150
Zn (FES) 0.02 0.05 2.5
B (AY%) 0.002 0.01 2.5
Mn (X>H>) 0.002 0.01 2.5
Cu (48) 0.005 0.01 2.0
Co (ALK 0.00005 0.00 2.0
O (B%) 47 90.0 1.9
C (&%) 30 28.0 0.93
N (%) 5 0.30 0.06
P () 0.6 0.03 0.05
Si (1% 10 0.50 0.05
Si (r14%:)Y 0.5 0.50
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